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The By-Laws of the Carroll Manor Boy’s Lacrosse League (hereafter called CMRC Lacrosse) consists of:  a) all rules and regulations governing the Maryland Youth Lacrosse Association and the Harford County Department of Recreation and Parks Lacrosse League;  b) all rules and regulations established by the Carroll Manor Recreation Council; and  c) all interpretations of the by-laws established by the coaches of CMRC Lacrosse.
A.        
Mission

The mission of CMRC Lacrosse shall be as follows:

To provide children with the opportunity to participate in the team sport of lacrosse;  to educate these children as to the values of sportsmanship and teamwork, as well as the skills of lacrosse;  and to exhibit a positive influence on these children and to lead them, by example as well as by other means, into a competitive situation.
B.      
Registration

1.
Registrations will be distributed during the first two weeks of January of each year.  Registrations will also be distributed at the appropriate schools during this period.  Registration will also be made available at the time of the initial evaluation or practice of each age group.  Registration forms can be downloaded from the CMRC website.
2.
All players must be registered with fees paid and waiver signed before participating in any evaluation, practice or game.  There will be no exceptions to this rule.

3.
Registrations will be accepted until it is deemed that continual acceptance will disrupt the teams that are already established.  Players not registered for in-house lacrosse will forfeit the right to compete for a position on the travel teams.

4.
Players of all ability levels will be encouraged to register at all age levels.

C.
Age Eligibility

1.
Unless otherwise indicated, all players will compete at the age group level as established by MYLA or Harford County Department of Recreation and Parks.

2.
Unless an extreme case presents itself, no player is to compete at the age group below his natural level.  If an extreme case does present itself, the player’s name must be presented to the Program Chairman by March 1 of the current season.  Based on information presented by the coach submitting the name, as well as information solicited from other members of CMRC Lacrosse, the Program Chairman will make a ruling determining at what age group the player will compete.  At this time the Program Chairman, not an individual coach, will contact the MYLA or Harford County commissioner to apply for an exemption.  The ruling issued by the league commissioner will be adhered to by CMRC Lacrosse.
D.
Coaches and Age Group Commissioners

1.
Head coaches for each team will be appointed by the Age Group Commissioners with the approval of the Program Chairman.  Considerations will be made for prior service to CMRC Lacrosse, natural age group progression, sportsmanship, leadership and conduct.  Recommendations are welcomed and will be considered.

2.
Assistant coaches will be appointed by the respective head coaches.  Recommendations can be made by the Age Group Commissioner and Program Chairman to the head coaches.
3.
Coaches can be suspended or expelled from participation in CMRC Lacrosse without warning for failure to abide by the CMRC Code of Sportsmanship, the By-Laws of CMRC Lacrosse or for behavior or ethics that are not appropriate for a coach or children.  This decision will be made by the Program Chairman of CMRC Lacrosse.  Efforts will be made to notify a coach of a problematic situation when it is appropriate in the hope that the situation can be rectified.
E.
Evaluations

1.
Evaluations will be held beginning March 1.  Baltimore County fields are considered unplayable before March 1, therefore, due to liability reasons, evaluations will be held in an assigned gymnasium or outside on a hard top surface.

2.
Gymnasium time is very limited for the lacrosse program, therefore time will be requested by the Program Chairman and distributed to the individual teams.  Individual coaches are not to call the CMRC office to request additional gym time.  The field coordinator or Program Chairman are the only ones that should request gym time.
3.
Weather and time permitting, evaluations are to be completed the first week of March.   Coaches should competently handle evaluations and should get them done in a timely fashion.
4.
All players registered at each age group are to be included in the evaluation process.  No team is to be predetermined before evaluations have been conducted.

5.
Ultimately, the coaches appointed to each team will make the final decision in player evaluation and team placement.  Only in case of gross negligence will be Program Chairman intervene in player placement.

F.
Rosters and Team Alignment

1.
After evaluations have been completed for an age group, the Program Chairman will meet the coaches for that age group.  At this time, based on the assessed abilities of all players, determinations will be made regarding league structure, i.e., the number of teams CMRC Lacrosse will enter at each skill level – A, B and/or C where applicable.  The players will then be assigned a roster position on an individual team.  If there is only one team at each skill level, the coaches of the higher skill level will select all of their players first, followed by the coaches of the team at the next skill level.  If there are multiple teams at the same skill level, coaches will make alternate picks until all players are divided into teams that are evenly balanced.  Once teams are established, players are to practice and compete with the team to which they were assigned.  Permanent roster changes can only be made with the agreement of all coaches involved or if the Program Chairman considers it necessary to move a player from a team.  In the latter situation, compensation will be made to the team with a player of equal skill level, unless the season has progressed far enough that such compensation would be disruptive.
2.
In the event that players do not compete on the same team for MYLA and Harford County play, the same procedures will be used for determination of all teams.  This will mostly affect the Tykers and Lightning leagues where there are no skill classifications in MYLA, but there are in Harford County Lacrosse.  For these age groups, all players registering will compete on an in-house (MYLA) team and the Harford County teams will be considered travel teams on which players must try-out for a roster position and for which separate practices will be held.  It will also be a possibility that if there is an abundance of registrants at the Tyker and/or Lightning levels, CMRC Lacrosse will consider the possibility of running its own in-house program without participating in the MYLA at these age groups.  These possibilities will be explored at the beginning of each season.
3.
Temporary roster changes are to be made only when necessary.  No roster changes are to be made on an 11-12 or 13-14 MYLA team because such change would result in forfeiture of the game in which the change occurred.  In addition, such change would eliminate the team from any possibility of entering the MYLA playoffs.


The following criteria are to be met when these changes are made:

a.
A 10 man team must be competing with 12 or fewer players, a 7 man team with 8 or fewer players, before an additional player is added.  Players should only be added to take these numbers to 13 and 9, respectively.

b.
The added player should not become an immediate impact player – his position is to fill a roster spot and prevent forfeiture of a game.
c.
The added player is to be the least played player on the team.  All regular roster players should receive more playing time than the added player.

d.
No roster changes are to be made in a game that has an effect on league standings.  These changes are only acceptable in games where win/loss records are not counted.

e.
The opposing coaches and referees are to be notified of roster changes prior to the game.  If all parties do not agree to the changes, the game is to be played with only the players on the original roster or forfeited.

f.
No attempts at deception are to be made in these situations.  Players are to compete in their own jerseys with their own names on them.

g.
No player is to compete on a team that is below the skill level of his regular team.
h.
No player is to compete in a game for another team if that game precedes his regularly scheduled game as such competition could affect his play in his regularly scheduled game.

4. 
All coaches will be responsible for returning to the Program Chairman a roster of players that includes player’s name, jersey number, address, phone number, school, date of birth and signature.  These rosters are to be returned to the Program Chairman by March 10.

G.
Equipment

1.
Players - Each player is required to provide his own protective equipment to include a helmet, shoulder pads, gloves, arm pads and mouth guard.

2.
Coaches – All head coaches will be issued standard coaching equipment including lacrosse balls, nets, goalie equipment, goalie stick, first aid kit, etc.  It is the coaches’ responsibility to maintain this equipment.  If a coach does not continue in the role of head coach, the coaching equipment is to be returned to CMRC Lacrosse.

3.
Equipment Purchases – Major equipment purchases are to be made only by the Program Chairman due to budgetary constraints.  The equipment coordinator will have the option to order small quantities, but should always inform the Program Chairman and forward invoices to the Program Chairman.  Individual coaches or parents should not purchase equipment on their own and assume they will be reimbursed.  Every effort will be made to provide players and coaches with the necessary equipment in a timely fashion.

H.
Rules

1.
All players and coaches will follow NCAA Lacrosse rules with modifications made either by MYLA or Harford County Lacrosse.
2.
All head coaches will be provided with a copy of MYLA and Harford County Rule Modifications.

3.
All players are to play a minimum of one third to one half of each game.  The only exception to this rule would occur in the event of an injury, when a player is unable to continue.

I.
Fields

1.
CMRC Lacrosse is allotted a limited number of fields for a limited amount of time during the lacrosse season.  A field coordinator will be appointed with the responsibility of assuring maximum use of fields divided equitably among all teams.  First preference will be given to older age groups and to the upper skill level teams, i.e., Juniors before Midgets, A before B.  Once practice times are assigned, the fields will only be available to teams during their assigned times.  Once game schedules are received, practice schedule revisions will be accommodated when necessary.  All changes must first go through the field coordinator.  It is not to be assumed that anyone is aware of an individual team’s conflict – that team must make it known to the field supervisor.  If a team’s practice field is lost due to weather or a scheduled game, efforts will be made to find that team additional practice fields and times.  All coaches will receive a copy of the field schedule.  Teams that do not abide by the schedule will be made to leave a field when the scheduled team arrives for practice.
2.
Field preparation is maintained by CMRC and Baltimore County Department of Recreation and Parks.  If there is a problem with a field or a special request, coaches should go through the Program Chairman or field coordinator who in turn will contact the CMRC office if necessary.  Fields are mowed and lined on a regular basis.  It is not the responsibility of the CMRC office to field requests from individual coaches.
3.
It is the responsibility of the coach of a team that is not using a field for a scheduled practice to notify the field coordinator of the availability of the field so another team may be accommodated.

J.
Cancellations and Rescheduling

1.
Cancellations – Decisions on game and practice cancellations due to weather will be made by the CMRC field supervisor or the Program Chairman.  Every effort will be made to play each game, but once the decision has been made by either of the above parties, all teams are to abide by the decision.  Games will be rescheduled if possible, but all rescheduling must first be approved by the field coordinator pending field availability.  First priority will be given to rescheduling Midget and Junior MYLA games.

2.
Schedule Changes – Schedule changes are to be kept to an absolute minimum.  A fee is charged by the MYLA each time a game is rescheduled regardless of how much warning has been given.  Schedule changes must be approved by the field supervisor to assure that a field is available at the desired time.  If a change is to be made, it must be approved by all of the following:


a.
Program Chairman


b.
CMRC Lacrosse Field Coordinator


c.
Opposing Team


d.
Head of Officials


All of these parties must agree on the schedule change before it is official.

K.
Tournaments

1.
All CMRC Lacrosse teams will be encouraged to participate in organized lacrosse tournaments.  Information on the tournaments will be forwarded from the Program Chairman to the appropriate coaches.

2.
CMRC Lacrosse does not standardly subsidize the costs of the tournaments with the possible exception of one tournament for travel teams.  It will be the responsibility of the individual coaches to collect tournament fees from the players and submit rosters or applications to the tournament officials or to the Program Chairman who in turn submits these to the tournament officials.  If funds are left over at the end of the season, the Program Chairman may offer these to coaches to enter teams in other tournaments.
3.
At the Tyker and Lightning levels where the MYLA teams and the Harford County teams will be made up of different players, the Harford County teams will represent CMRC Lacrosse in tournament play unless otherwise indicated.

4.
In the event that an opening in a scheduled tournament is made available to only one CMRC Lacrosse team, yet more than one CMRC Lacrosse team desires to play in the tournament, the Program Chairman will make a decision deciding which team will compete in the tournament.  Factors considered in this decision will include level of competition, availability of other tournaments to CMRC teams and number of tournaments already competed in by CMRC teams or already scheduled.
L.
Sportsmanship

1.
All coaches and assistants are expected to abide by the CMRC Code of Sportsmanship, without exception.

2.
Coaches are expected to lead the players by example in a mature and professional manner.
3.
Coaches are expected to guide and teach the players with a positive attitude.  Players are not to be embarrassed or denigrated on or off of the field.

M.
Fundraising

1.
Fundraising is to be done by CMRC Lacrosse as a whole.  Individual teams are not to hold separate fundraising events.
2.
All fundraising events must be approved by the CMRC Program Chairman as well as the CMRC Fundraising Board.

N.
Indoor Lacrosse

1.
Indoor lacrosse will abide by the above by-laws with the exceptions noted in this section, most regarding deadlines.

2.
An indoor lacrosse coordinator will oversee the day to day operations of the CMRC indoor lacrosse program with the assistance of the Program Chairman.

3.
Registrations will be made available to players through schools, CMRC, and individual coaches beginning the first week of September.  Registrations will also be made available at evaluations for each age group and once again all players must be registered with fees paid before competing in any evaluation, practice or game.

4.
Registration will continue until the Chairman determines no additional registrations will be accepted, at which time a predetermined late fee will be added to each registration.  Registrations will not be accepted once all roster spots on a team are filled or competition has begun.
5.
Age eligibility will be as explained in the above by-laws with a deadline for exemption petitions to be submitted to the Program Chairman by September 10.

6.
Selection of coaches is as above, but no guarantee of continuity of coaches between indoor lacrosse and field lacrosse is assured.

7.
Evaluations will be held during September on fields assigned to CMRC Lacrosse and distributed by the Program Chairman or field supervisor.

8.
Rosters and team alignment will be completed by October 1, with completed rosters including name, date of birth and signatures submitted to the Program Chairman by the first scheduled game.

9.
Temporary roster changes are to follow the guidelines outlined in Section F, Number 3.  At this time MYLA indoor lacrosse does not keep standings.  If this ruling changes in the future and standings are kept, no temporary roster changes will be permitted.
